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HONORING EBEN K. CADY 


Eben K. Cady, 54-SGP, one of the founding fathers of the Society of Wireless Pioneers. died in 
Redwood City, California, January 8, 1990. He was 90 years of age. 
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Known by his friends as 
"Eb", Cady was among a 
group of some 45 wireless 


pioneers who gathered in 
February, 1968, at. the 
invitation of Bill Breniman for a 
reunion. Meeting chairman 
Breniman proposed the 
formation of a “small 
organization’. Eb Cady 


became its first Secretary and 
later the third President of 
SOWP from 1972 to 1975. 
Since then, Eb has been the 
Society’s Vice President for 
Finance and Audits. 


When the Society was 
founded, Eb Cady was 
already retired from_ his 
Career at Mackay Coastal 


Radio station KFS where he 
served from 1931 to 1965. 
In. December, 1979, in SOWP 
periodical Sparks Journal, 
Volume 3, No. 1, Cady 
recorded highlights of 34 
years at KFS, where he was 
progressively Operator, Chief 


Operator, Assistant Station 
Manager and finally Station 
Manager. Because Eb Cady 


distinguished himself as one 
of the outstanding 
communications men of the 
world, we honor him now with 


major excerpts from his 
memoirs from his 1979 
article: 


- T. K. Phelps - Editor. 


-1931- Startofa 
Long Career 


After nine years rolling the 
briny deep on Federal 
Telegraph arc ships, | was 
transferred to their coastal 
station, KFS. | was hired as a 
high frequency operator. This 
was in 1931. 


To me, the work at KFS was 
fascinating. High hater ae 
na the marine bands at 4, 6, 
, 12, 16 and 22 mHz.) was 
long waves 
increasing 


supplanting the 
and by greatly 


our areas Covered, resulted in 
a corresponding rise in our 
traffic... (In April, 1933, KFS 
moved to new quarters in a 
two-story white stucco 
building on a 230 acre ranch 
site six miles south of Half 
Moon Bay, California.) As we 
Sat at our receivers, we could 
look out across the waters of 
the deep, wide Pacific. This 
was our happy hunting ground, 
from the Arctic to the 
Antarctic - across to the 
shores of the Orient and Asia.- 
Also into the mountains and 
jungles of those lands as we 
will show later on... 


The decade of the’30s was 

a very exciting period. High 
frequency communication was 
progressing rapidly...in the Fall 
of 1933, Admiral Richard Byrd 
sailed from Boston for his 
Second Antarctic Expedition... 
(He) was a shrewd bargainer 
and had obtained an 
agreement with Mackey Radio 
(Our operating company) to 
handie all of the Expedition’s 
telegraph messages - free of 
charge! This’ included the 
“love and kisses" messages 
from all his crew... We never 
knew such a relative few 
could send so many 
messages. It had KFS and the 
Postal Telegraph Co. Just 
(Continued - Page 2) 
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(EBEN K. CADY from Page 1) 
about snowed! However, it 
was a thrilling experience to 
have a ringside seat at the 
daily adventures” of this 
expedition... 


By 1941..the European war 
was becoming more bitter. 
British Empire shipping was on 
radio silence, also Germany 
and Russia. Wolf packs of 
submarines and surface 
raiders plus. aircraft, were 
roaming the seas and the 
skies. Even neutral shipping 
was chary about opening up 
on 500 kHz. This band was 
quieter than any of us had 
ever heard it... 


- Pearl Harbor - 
On the morning of December 


7, 1941, the day crew arrived 
at KFS. Outside the building it 


was 8 a.m. Inside it was 1600 
GMT...Both high and low 
frequencies were very quiet. 


At approximately 10:50 a.m. 
(US Pacific Time) the operator 
on the 500 kHz position heard 
a clear signal: “SSSS SSSS SSSS 
(submarine sighted) de SS 
Cynthia Olson" She gave her 
position..which put her 750 
miles southwest of Seattle, 
Washington. 


On December 6 at 12:01 
am, the SS _ Lurline had 
departed from Honolulu bound 
for Los Angeles. She now 
was about 1300 miles 
southwest of San Francisco. 
She picked up the SSSS, and 
acknowledged it to the 
Cynthia and said, “Is the sub 
surfaced?” Cynthia answered: 
"Yes - wait - SSSS SOS SOS 


posn.” Her signals faded 
Slowly away... Nothing was 
ever heard of the little 
steamer again... (SS Cynthia 


has been confirmed as the 
first American ship lost from 


enemy action in World War Il, - 


Editor) 


While these events were 
taking place at sea, we all 
know what was happening at 


oe 


Pearl Harbor... The Navy 
gave KFS a message erie 
the Lurline to proceed directly 
to San Francisco. They also 
directed us to shut down our 
automatic identifying tapes on 
high frequency and for the 
time being to make no further 
transmissions unless directed 
by the Navy... 


Our merchant ships have 
always received their 
advisory messages, warnings, 
etc. from their country’s 
coastal stations. Shortly, 
these war warning messages 
began going out by our 
coastal stations. For a short 
period they came in clear 
language and advised each 
ship to put into effect “Plan ?” 
immediately... 


As the war drew on with 
radio silence in effect for all 
ships and all messages 
subject to censorship on radio 
circuits, the revenue’ of 
coastal stations was 
non-existent. Many of them 
began to close. (But) by the 
middie of 1942, most of 
Mackay Radio’s stations were 
(still) open, especially WSL (on 
Long Island, New York) and 
KFS. Both were running with a 
full staff. All frequencies were 
covered 24 hours per day. 

STRANGE SIGNALS 

In late August 1942, KFS 
began hearing some strange 
signals. They made no sense 
but sounded like someone 
testing a small transmitter. 
They were very weak and 


according to our antennas, 
were in the area of the 
Philippines. Needless to say, 


we kept a sharp lookout on 
that section... 


Toward the last of August 
or the early part of 
September, Arthur H. Hart, 
1068-SGP, one of the 
receiving operators in our 
point-to-point section, was 
tuning around looking for a 
signal.. It was in the wee 
hours of the morning. He ran 
across a very weak signal 


calling “WAR de KAA." WAR 
was the collective call of any 
Army radio station and KAA 
was the call of RCA’s station in 
Manila, which long since had 
been demolished... It soon 
became apparent that WAR 
was not hearing KAA. The 
Operator at KFS called the 
communications watch officer 
at NPG, (US Navy) told him 
what was happening and 
suggested he tell the Army to 
alert the WAR transmitters...tell 
KAA to listen for KFS; we could 
hear him and read him... 


About 3 am the next 
morning, we picked up KAA 
calling KFS on about 8330 
kHz. Instant communication 
was established...it was the 
first (friendly) word to come 
out of the Philippines since 


occupation the 
Japanese..This contact with 
KAA was of very. short 


duration, lasting less than a 
week, In his last short 
dispatch he gave..information 
on enemy — distribution — in 
northern Luzon and their dire 
need of supplies. He said his 
group had to keep on the 
move but to keep listening for 
them. We learned later they 


had been captured. Some 
were executed and some 
taken prisoner... 

»About 5 o'clock one 


morning, a very weak signal 
came in calling “KFS de WPI’, 
We answered = and within 
minutes we were in business. 
The next step..was to run 
them through the (security) 
wringer...The next evening 
two officers from the (San 
Francisco) Presidio arrived to 
spend the evening. One was 
(Army) Col. Irv Kauffman, who 
prior to the war was a radio 
telegrapher for Globe Wireless 
on their SF-Manila circuit. He 
was well known to all of us at 
KFS. WPI came in on schedule, 
We turned the key over to Irv. 
He sat down and said: “WPi de 
KFS ditdada dit dit?” The 
answer came right back: 
(Continued, Page 14 Col. 3) 


Welcome! New Members 
RReReARRRARAEARARAARARARUR 
4902-M Billy R. Payne, Jr,, 
KC41QF */Patricia, PO Box 
161, Zuni, VA 23898. FS: 1988 

USCGC CAMSLANT. 


4903-V Martin Turington, NA 
“Marty” 55 Miéillthait  Dr., 
Martinez, CA., 94553. FS: 1949 
US Army Transport "Thistie”. 


4904-V Arthur J. Walsh, 
AB4CG “Art'/Laurel, 7472 
Adams Park Ct., Annandale, VA., 
22203. FS: 1948 - USS Mount 
Olympus. 


4905-V George D.,, Crowell 
VE1LB */Betty PO Box 823, 
Liverpool, NS Can. BOT 1KO 
FS:1942 HMCS 0064 
(RCN)/CGZD 


4906-V Jean M. Adams, 
W3EKO “Frenchie'/Lucy 2404 
Horace Dr. Wilmingtonm DE 
19808-3321. FS: 1942 
Selfridge Field, AACS/WYE 


4907-V James R. Bobo, 
WSODD Jim/Suzy 106 
Tomahawk Trail, San Antonio, 
TX 78232 FS; 1947 USN 
- Dutch Harbor, Alaska/NUD 


4908-V David Bentley, 
VE7PGD Dave/Rita 366 Ivor 
Rd., Victoria, BC Canada V8&X 
3X1 FS: 1946 Sandgirt Lake, 
Labrador, Dept. of Transport. 


4909-V Robert E. Menefee, 
K7HOR Bob/Marion 5220 W. 
Brown St, Glendale, AZ 85302 
ESA 944 B-29 Radio Opr. USAF 


4910-M Douglas Boice, 
KAITWU, Doug/Patti , 745H 
Salerno Circle, Fort Devens, 
MA 01433. FS: 1978 USAISD/ 
Ft. Devens US Army Military 
intelligence. 


4911-V Lyle B. Quinn, WOUS, 
*/irene Rt 1 Box 169, 
Fairbury, NE 68352. FS: 1941 
War Dept. Washington,DC/WAR. 


4912-V Robert 8B. Griffin, 
W7YSA, Bob/Dariene, 307 1 
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American Park Circle, West 
Valley, UT 84119. FS: 1944 US 
ArmySig.Corps/England,France. 


4913-M John O'Shea, WN2S, 
*/Bernice, 937 North 
Concourse, Cliffwood Beach, NJ 
sear FS: USCGC ROCKAWAY / 


4914-M Ralph E. Covington, 
W7SK */Debbi 1719 Matteoni 
Dr., Sparks, NV 89434-3478. 
FS: 1965 Mekong River, South 
Vietnam. 


4915-V Morton Silverman, 
W9GuJ, Mort/Audria 1121 
Bonnie View Dr., Evansville, IN 
477 15. FS; 1942 Adak, 


Aleutian Islands, US Air 
Corps/WYUQ 

4916-V Lloyd Perper, 
W7BEW, */Sara, 6700 W. 
Camino del Cerro, Tucson, AZ 
85745. FS: 1940, Ft. 


Monmouth, NJ - US Army Signal 
Corps. 


4917-M Leo J. Gac, WA8KXK 
Lee/ 1004 NE 72nd St, SP-6, 
Vancouver, WA 98665. _ FS: 
1987, MV Pres. Monroe/WNRD 


4918-V Thorleif Py atent 
VE3JPN Tom/Evelyn, RR 1, 
Churchill,Ont. Canada, LOL 1K0O 


FS:1943 MT TRONDHEIM 
(Norway) 
4919-V Frank J. Turano, 


KA3GAL, */ 5822 Mentana St, 
New Carrollton MD 20784. FS: 
1941 USCG Cape May Point 
Lighthouse, Nu. 


4920-P Russell A. McLeod, 
VE7QD, Red/Bertha PO Box 
60, Canoe, BC Canada VOE 1K0 
FS: 1927 11 Div. Royal 
Canadian Signals. 


4921-M Virich Biester, 
DK7AU, “UIlli'/ Holbeinstr. 3, 
Leer West Germany. FS: 1976 
SS TIM’S / DLHP 


4922-M Delmo €. Clouser 
W8KJP “Del"/ 4439 Gatiin 
Grove Dr.,Orlando FL 38212. 
fee Ardmore AFB OK USAF 


4923-M Joe  Schienberg, 
NX2L */Millie 78-13 69th 
Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379. 
FS: 1942 SS EASTERN GUIDE 


4924-V Ernst H. Sohon, 
SM7FYK */Birgit Marianne, 
Romeigat. 4 S 216 17, Malmo, 
Sweden. FS: 1941 HMS 
Minesweeper SANDON - The 
Royal Swedish Navy. 


4925-V Julius Kardos, N2JBW 
“Jules"/Audrey 402 Hall Ave., 
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 FS: 
1943 USS SCULPTOR AK-103. 


4926-P Herman F. Middleton, 
W5LQD */Mildred 6803 South 
77th East Ave, Tulsa, OK 
74133. FS: 1939 US Army 
Airways Communication Svc. 


4927-P Raymond V. Anderson 
NR3Q “Ray’/Patricia 13318 
Old Chapel Rd, Bowie, MD 
20720 sy 1936 USS 
Ranger /NABF. 


4928-V Randolf Gabrielson, 
N7NUZ "Gabe''/Jane 24121 NE 
Holladay, Troutdale, OR 97060 


FS: 1945 SS ARCADIA 
VICTORY /KSUK 

The next number’ was 
reserved for the first 
Russian member of the 
Society of Wireless 


Pioneers. We are happy to 
announce the membership 
of a YL introduced to SOWP 
by Stig Zakrisson, 4157-P, 
SM5AJH, Alvjso, Sweden. 


Note the earlier number: 


4825-M Lyudmila Fedorova, 
UA3WFM "“Mila’/Nickolay P.O. 
Box 104, Kursk Centre, 
305000, USSR. FS 1962 
Dickson Island (Lat: 73 Deg. 30 
Min. North; Long: 80 Deg. East) 
Arctic ice Station/UPV. 


Editor’s Note: Mrs. Fedorova 
lives in the city of Kursk, 
which is about 445 kM (267 
miles) south of Moscow. The 
city has about 300,000 


population. 
(See Page 13) 


SOWP 1989 International 
CW Roundup - Committee 
Report 


|. Chairman's Remarks, by 
Ted Pheips, W8TP: 


On the next page is the 
Overall tally sheet with the 
reports of those who took 
part in our 1989 CW Roundup 
as received by our Awards 
Vice-President. The three 
members of your committee 
regret that overseas 
members did not. receive 
notice of the Roundup. As you 
may have heard, that was 
because the September issue 


of this newsletter did not 
reach you. We believe we 
have now corrected our 


mailing difficulties. 


ll. Report by John Swafford, 
W4HU, SOWP V.P.- Awards: 


1 would personally like to 
thank all of you for sending in 
your logs and especially those 
who took the time to send 
along a note or letter - some 
of you even sent pictures and 
QSL cards! Two of the most 
unique logs were sent in by 
Esther Frost and Ted Phelps. 
Ted used a fancy computer 
program with dupe sheet and 
the works. Esther showed all 
her contacts in vertical 
columns - one for each band - 
made it real easy to check for 
multiple band contacts. 


Fellas, | think we must tip 
our hats to the YLs this year. 
Esther and Olive were two of 
the outstanding pace-setters! 
Since our overseas members 
were not notified of the 
Roundup, (because of our 
mailing problem) we _ must 
acknowledge Alice, GOEEU, 
from Cornwall, England, for 
finding us. There was a West 
German station also. | had 
several DX stations call me, 
but they weren’t SOWP. 

| believe our oldest 
participant this year was Art, 

iNF. A couple of others 


a a 


are in their 90’s and some of 
the top scorers are in their 
80s! Congratulations! We are 
proud of you. Frankly, | 
enjoyed this 1989 QSO 
Roundup more than any other 
in the past - even though 
participation was down this 
year. Now, here are some 
comments which came in with 
your logs: 


ll-Report by “Em” Mehrling, 
W4NH, SOWP VP - Public 


Relations: 
| think its good pv. 
romotion to hear ‘‘SOWP" 


eing transmitted around the 
world on the amateur bands. - 
Em, W4NH. 

Had a good time; condx not 
as good as last year, but 
enjoyed the session. - Johnny, 
W9ZEN. 

Congratulations to all SOWP 
officers who participated, - 
Duke, WS5HKE. 

Had fun. Not much activity 


on 40 or 80 meters, but | 
really enjoyed it - Ken, 
K6MCV 


Didn’t have as much time as 
| would have liked, but it was 
fun, - Jack, W3FYD. 

Tried all bands, but caught 
only the boys in San 
Francisco. - Ken, K6ICT. 

Didn't hear as many stations 
this year; West Coast stations 
were not heavily involved. - 
Hank, W1HROQ. 

Sorry, | was QRL, but will try 
harder next year. - Charley, 
W8POQO/4., 

Didn’t push It, but ae ae 
finding old friends. - ob 
W3KW. 

Didn’t work too many, but 
stil had a good time. - Bill, 

It was a pleasure to work 
Bren, WOBY. | know it made 
him very happy, and made my 
day. - Olive, VE7ERA. 

Good show. Just wanted to 
get si little toe wet! - Ted, 
VE7CHE. 


As usual, very enjoyable. 
There were many on the air 
to QSO. - Red, KA4BlJ. 


What a day! My first QSO 
Party; thoroughly enjoyed the 
crowd and thanks for many 
pleasant contacts. - Alice, 
GOEEu. 


My first Roundup and a lot 
of fun, - Paddy, W9LOH,. 


Due to my (former) stroke, | 
could not use a bug, but used 
a key with my left hand which 
really slowed me down. - Bren, 
WOBY. 


Another Roundup come and 
gone. It was great fun - 
Esther, KA4IFF. 


Sigs were very good for the 
most part; Hank (W1HRQ) was 
a real ‘loudenboomer’'! - Don, 
W7CO. 


Congratulations on another 
FB QSO Roundup. As usual, we 
had a ball. - Bill, K4TF. 


| sure enjoyed working so 
many folks on so many bands. 
- Earl, K2IC. 


It was great fun, but fewer 
stations this time. - Bob, 
W2LYH, 


A good party, thanks to you 
folks on the Committee. - Stan, 
AB4GG. 

Very short participation, due 
to lots of things going on at 
once. - John, W7VH. 

Enjoyed every minute | was 
able to be on the air. - Bill, 
W8ZNH. 


It was a fine Party, and 
that’s what it was, not a 
contest. - Jack, W4ZC. 

Not a huge score, but | 
enjoyed contacting many old 
familiar calls. - George, K7EF. 


Again, it was good to find so 
many familiar calls and fists. 
Hope to see you all again next 
year..with more stations 
articipating.. when Hank 
arner, W1HRQ, our new 
CHOP, will be Roundup 
Chairman. -73..Ted, W8TP. 
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SOWP INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP, DEC. 13 - 14, 1989 
T.K. Phelps, W8TP, Chairman; J. Swafford, W4HU, Awards; E. Mehrling, W4NH, Publicity 


AGS 


Piet oat7 8 ) 
187(118+69) 
168(120+48) 
167(108+59) 
Powers +51) 
159(108+51) 
149(095+54) 
144(105+39) 
144(096+48) 
136(097+39) 
132(093+39) 
130(100+30) 
114(081+33) 
103(073+30) 
098(071+27) 
088(064+24) 
086(059+27) 
081(060+21) 
079(61+18) 

D7ocOoitss ) 
068(056+12) 
061(049+12) 
058(049+09) 
051(039+12) 
047(038+09) 
043(040+03) 
042(042+00) 

1) ty 4 

042(036+06) 
041(041+00) 
037(037+00) 
036(033+03) 
031(031+00) 
026(026+00) 
024(024+00) 
021(021+00) 
019(019+00) 
018(018+00) 


4) i M“ 


017(017+00) 
x a ti 

015(015+00) 

014(014+00) 


013(013+00) 
012(012+00) 
008(008+00) 
007(007+00) 
006(006+00) 
002(002+00) 


CALL 


SERIAL 


ee a —ee wor Ee ed te SS. 


ESTHER 
Writ 
HENRY K 
JOSHUA 
OLIVE J 
EARL W 
ROBERT V 
JOHN H 
KEN 

TED 
ROBERT D 
EMERSON 
ALEXANDER 
OR PRED 
JOHN M 
JOHN A 
GEORGE 
JOHN 


JOHN J 
JOHN PAUL 
ROBERT J 
BYRON 

DON 

G WARREN 
TOM H 
DANIEL B 
WILLIAM 
CHARLES E 
WILLIAM 

J STANLEY 
WILLIAM C 
WILLIAM R 
HILTON W 
STAN 

BREN F 
LEV Ame Ds, 
JIM 

ALICE 


Eat SaTrED 
CALS 
RICHARD C 
DEAN 
KENNETH H 
JOHN 


FROST 
FISHBACK 
WARNER 
BREHM 
ROECKNER 
KORF 
MCGRAW 
SWAFFORD 
EDWARDS 
PHELPS 
ELDER 
MEHRLING 
NEWBOLD 
STEPHENS 
VASICAK 
PRU NY 
PALMER 
NAGLEY 
YURICEK 
SKOUGH 
DUDLEY 
GOODWIN 
MILES 
KELLEHER 
KEON 
GLEASON 
LILES 
NEWMAN 
CLARK 
HAYMOND 
COURTNEY 
WERNER 
SPENCER 
ECKELS 
SCHANTZ 
WILLMOTT 
JARVIS 
GILLETT 
FUND 
QUEREAU 
SIMILA 
SADLER 
MITCHELL 


HEAVENS 
KALAKOW SKY 
GRIFFITH 
SEVER 
HARVEY 
NEAL 


KA4IFF 
W1JE 
W1HROQ 
AE2L 
VE7ERA 
K2IC 
W2LYH 
W4HU 
W6MCV 
W8TP 
KA2ZNE 
W4NH 
W6MMG 
KA4BIJ 
W9OZEN 
W6EJB 
Ree rors 
K4AHS 
W3MAM 
N7HID 
W7ITJ 
NC3F 
WSHKE 
W4ZC 
AB4PP 
W3KW 
W9LOH 
W7CO 
KH6BF 
W8CCN 
K4HDV 
WOE YS 
W8PQO0/ 4 
W8ZNH 
W3FYD 
K4TF 
N2EG 
W5ENI 
AB4GG 
WOBY 
N30S 
W6SFW 
GOEEJ 


VEWCHE 
N6FVJ 
KD9U 
W8IM 
K6ICT 
W7VH 


LAKELAND 
HARWICH 
KENNEBUNKPORT 
ROSE HILL 
KASLO 
LINCROFT 
RIVERHEAD 
ARLINGTON 
BULLHEAD CITY 
COLUMBUS 
LIVERPOOL 
FAIRFAX 
BELMONT 

TAMPA 

OGLESBY 
CLEARLAKE 
WAPATO 

FALLS CHURCH 
BRACKENRIDGE 
KINGMAN 
SEATTLE 
SEQUIM 
HOUSTON 
SILVER SPRING 
BURGAW 
ANNAPOLIS 
DAWSON 
SEATTLE 
KALLUA 
FAIRMONT 
BRADENTON 
BETHLEHEM 

BIG PINE KEY 
BIG RAPIDS 
FORT WASHINGTON 
MERRITT ISLAND 
FLEMINGTON 
MAYHILL 

PORT CHARLOTTE 
BOULDER 
WINCHESTER 
SAN FRANCISCO 
BLISLAND BODMIN 


SURREY 
LANCASTER 
ARLINGTON HGTS 
LEESBURG 

EL CAJON 
JOSHUA TREE 


=< rae 
fhe! 
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Nova Scotian Goes To Sea 


R. F. “Russ” Latimer, 252 1-V, 
VE1BPP, comes by the salt 
water in his veins naturally, A 
Maritimer by birth, as a boy 
he lived on an island at the 
entrance to Arichat harbour 
in Nova Scotia, Canada, where 
his father was a_ lighthouse 
keeper. Russ’ early education 
was acquired by rowing a 
boat one mile to the mainland 
every day, then walking two 
miles to school. 


Seeking ‘fame and fortune’, 
he left home at an early age 
and joined the graceful, 
tall-masted, clipper-bow British 
cable ship John W. Mackay at 
Halifax. Memories of that 
experience that remain with 
him were the ship’s terrible 
roll, her large crew of about 
90 men, plus a steady diet of 
peeling potatoes and 
scrubbing pots and pans from 
daylight to dark! 


After leaving the Mackay, 
Russ took employment with as 
Norwegian ship chandler in 
Halifax, operating a large 
workboat carrying crew and 
stores to and from Bedford 
Basin where merchant ship 
wartime convoys assembled. 


During this period, Russ 
became acquainted with ships’ 
captains and those 
professional-looking fellows in 
their attractive uniforms who 
always appeared to be an 
important part of the captains’ 
shore business. He learned 
that these chaps were the 
ships’ Radio Officers/Pursers. 
“So,” thought Russ, “what a 
nice number that must be. No 
pots and pans to scrub, no 
rust to chip, no painting, no 
coal to shovel." 


He enrolled for evening 
Classes at the Eastern Radio 
School in Halifax and shortly 
thereafter became a full time 


ie 


student, attending both day 
and night classes. Due to an 
acute shortage of money, he 
says he was compelled to 
graduate in short order or 
abandon the idea in midstream. 
Six monhs later, Russ earned 
his Second Class certificate 
and was ready to go to sea. 


His first ship was the SS. 
Riverdale Park, heavily 
loaded with war materiel 
bound for the U.K. Russ was 
on watch at sailing time and 
as his ship cleared Chebucto 
Head, he settled down to 


copying BAMS routine 
messages. Before that watch 
was over he had _ been 


introduced to the Aldis signal 
lamp as well, All went well, he 
remembers, but with a touch 
of seasickness he was having 
second thoughts about the 
storm-tossed ocean and 
terrible darkness. His captain, 
a very English gentleman of 
senior years, asked him, “What 
farm do you come from?" Russ 
told the O.M. of his salt water 
background and they = got 
along fine from then on. 


In '45 Russ joined the 4,700 
ton coastal freighter § SS. 
Rockwood Park which 
carried coal out of Sydney 
and/or Newport News to 
Maritime Provinces _ points. 
Vividly remembered from 
these voyages were the 
hundreds of D/F _ bearings 
taken in snowstorms and fog 
and the raising and lowering of 
the ship’s aerial each time 
they entered and cleared 
port. His Purser chores were 
extreme, recalls Russ, a 
continuous grind. So after 
spending a year on the coast, 
he decided to become a full 
time deep sea sailor on 
foreign-going ships. 


The next two years saw 
Russ aboard the S.S. Vicrforia 
County, making 30 #£=North 
Atlantic crossings while carry- 


_ 
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ing grain and coal to European 
ports under the U.S. Marshall 
and U.N.R.A. Plans. He 
remembers two years of 
almost continuous bad 
weather, violent seas and 
gales with seldom more than 
a day or two of good weather 
on each crossing. On one 
occasion, as his vessel 
approached the Biscay Shelf in 
mountainous seas and a 
southwesterly gale, the ship 
took heavy seas over her 
stern and was almost 
overwhelmed. “Luck was with 
us that we did not founder,” 
says Russ. 


in ’48 he took time out for a 
vacation at home - time to 
think and plan as well. "Why 
not look for a ship that sails to 
exotic places." Soon that 
break came and Russ signed 
on S.S. Triberg, a 10,000 ton 
freighter only four years old. 
Canadian merchant ships at 
this time were being 
mothballed, but 7riberg had 
been taken out of mothballs in 
Halifax. After loading cargo at 
Montreal, the vessel sailed, 
bound for South Pacific ports, 
and 49 days later, 7riberg 
docked at Brisbane, Australia. 


After transiting the Panama 
Canal, Russ became aware of 
the vastness of the great 
Pacific Ocean and for days on 
end he seldom would hear a 


signal on 600 metres. “The 
tranquil atmosphere and 
beautiful weather made me 


think it unfair to accept wages 
for such a pleasant cruise,’ he 
reminisces. 


in Australia the ship called at 
all the major ports’ from 
Brisbane around to Freemantle 
and it was during their stay 
that Triberg became involved 
in a shipping strike of 
unlicensed personnel which 
extended worldwide and had 
a crippling effect on Canadian 
(Continued - Page 7) 
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merchant vessels in many 
orts throughout the world. 
uss’ ship overcame their 
problem by flying out a 
skeleton crew from Montreal, 
but this strike spelled a virtual 
end to the Canadian merchant 
service. By 1950 almost the 
entire fleet had been disposed 
of and placed under other 
flags. 


Triberg completed loading 
and set sail for New York 
early in May of ’49 and while 
enroute to Panama made an 
unscheduled brief stop at 
Pitcairn Island, a visit that was 
to make a lasting impression 
on Russ. To this day he 
recalls Pitcairn as ‘that 
sun-drenched gem, a symbol 
of peace and beauty, located 
within the vastness of the 
world’s largest ocean.” 


Back on the east coast of 
Canada, 7riberg was sold and 
due to the shortage’ of 
shipping, Russ found himself no 
longer in a position to pick and 
choose a ship or voyage. 
Being single, with his suitcase 
usually packed, he was 
available to take a 
short-notice assignment 
aboard the tanker SNS 
Imperial Quebec as 
replacement for the Sparks 
who had missed the ship. 
This was Russ’ first tanker 
and he was impressed by the 
comfort and space aboard, 
but not by the = short 
turn-arounds in port and the 
amount of work that befell the 
Purser. His one voyage on 
this vessel took Russ down 
the east coast to many 
Caribbean and South American 
ports as far south as Buenos 
Aires. The tanker Pa/oma 
Hills was next and this time 
provided a visit to the Middle 
East and such ports as Abu 
Dhabi and Ras Tanurah. 


By 1953 Canadian merchant 
shipping was almost non- 
existent, but Russ found a 
small 3,600 ton tanker that 
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required a Sparks for a 
voyage to the Caribbean. The 
Skipper, whom he knew quite 
well, suggested to Russ by 
telephone that he join the ship 
in the Strait of Canso. So, on 
the appointed day, Russ’ Dad 
ferried him out from their 
island home, the lighthouse, in 
his fishing boat. Russ climbed 
the ladder up the ship’s side 
and signed on, a novel and 
interesting way to join a 
merchant ship. This was the 
M/T Firbranch, carrying 
molasses from several islands 
to New Orleans and other US. 
Gulf ports. This work was 
seasonal, followed by a short 
Stint aboard a sister ship, the 
M/T Pop/arbranch. 


Later Russ’ joined’ the 
R.C.M.P. patrol ship McBrien, a 
Bangor minesweeper’ which 
patrolled the Newfoundland 
coast in the vicinity of St 
Pierre et Miquelon. He 
remembers the Mc8rien as 
an extremely uncomfortable 
litte ship, opereated in true 
Navy style. The three radio 
operators held ‘rating’ status 


only and lived with the 
seamen. After a couple of 
patrols in constant peasoup 


fog, Russ left with little regret. 


With shipping about finished, 
Russ thought over the 
situation. He had come down 
from a 16,000 to a 10,000 to 
a 4,700 to a 3,600 tonner - to 
a Bangor minesweeper. ‘Gee 
whiz," he said to himself, “'if 
this continues, I'll soon be back 
to my 16-foot rowboat at the 
island." 


His last ship in '55, was the 
10, 000 ton SS. Vinland, a 
one-trip relief job. After that 
Russ swallowed the hook as a 
Sparks and established his 
own business ashore. This 
was sold in ’75, when he 
retired - sort of. 


Russ holds a Master’s 
certificate for small coastal 
ships and in summer he fills in 
as a yacht skipper. He also 


has a marine’ surveyor’s 
certificate and occasionally 
writes technical papers 


relating to shipping and marine 
matters. He also does some 
business consulting. ‘It’s all 
part time and done as a 
hobby,’ he says. 


Under ‘other hobbies’ Russ 
lists motorcycling -in the past 
tense - and SPEEA UOS his CW 
station VE1BPP which he put 
together in 1981 at his QTH in 
Dartmouth, N.S. It has been 47 
years of strictly CW for Russ 
and he looks back on those 
early years as a seagoing 
Sparks as good days, indeed. 
“Perhaps | owe money to the 
ship owners for whom | 
sailed,’ he muses, “when one 
considers the high cost of an 
ocean cruise today." 


A few additional words on 
Russ’ brief visit to Pitcairn 
Island aboard SS. Triberg: 


As his ship was enroute to 
Panama, one day Russ was 
listening on 500 kHz when he 
heard the routine call of “CO 
de ZBP QRU? K" sent on what 
he assumed to be a spark 
transmitter. He replied to the 
ZBP call and passed along his 
ship’s TR. At that point the 
ZBP operator suggesed they 
QSY to 454 kHz and engage in 
a little personal chat. The 
radio operator was Andrew 
Young, the date May 13, 
1949. 


Andrew was adamant that 
Triberg should stop at his 
island for a look and to pick up 
a few bags of eastbound mail. 
So, with a_ bit of coaxing, the 
Captain agreed to stop for 
about an hour. The approach 
would be early on the mornng 
of May 14 and Andrew 
indicated he would hang a 
lantern on a pole near his 
station at the highest part of 
the island. 


As Triberg closed the 
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island off Bounty Bay, several 
men rowed out to the ship, 
boarded and sold curios as 
the crew hoisted the mail 


aboard. Russ met with 
Andrew Young and _= John 
Christian and the three 


enjoyed instant rapport. 

In late 1949 Russ began 
correspondence with Andrew 
and John and after 40 years, 
he has continued to maintain 
contact with the islanders. 
Andrew, with the assistance of 


merchant ship RO”’s who 
occasionally stopped at 
Pitcairn, established the 
island’s first wireless 


telegraph station in 1921 and 
became the island’s first radio 


amateur in 1938 “He was a 
man of character, with a 
lifetime of many 


accomplishments,’ says Russ, 
“and a true pioneer in radio 
communications." Andrew 
Young became a silent key in 
1988, predeceased by John 
Christian in 1984, 

Pitcairn Island Bicentennial 

1790 - 1990 Award 


The amateur radio operators 
of Pitcairn Island (VR6) this 
year are celebrating their 
island’s bicentennial. They will 
use special call signs beginning 
with VR2OOPI/(+ 2 letters of 
the operator’s own call) 
throughout the -year until 34 
December, 2359 UTC. 


Operating frequencies (SSB) 
will be in the 10 meter band, 
from 28.3 to 28.5 mHz; in the 
AS meter band from 21.3 to 
21.45 mHz; and in the 20 
meter band from 14.225 to 
14.350 mHz. 


& Bicentennial award, 
certificate is available to 
Radio Amateurs, SWLs_ and 
Pitcairn enthusiasts. A gold 
endorsement sticker will be 
awarded to radio amateurs. 
For further information, send a 
no. 10 SASE to Dr. G. O'Toole, 
KB6ISL, 9605 San Gabriel Ave., 
Southgate CA., 90280 USA. 
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“Incoming Mail ~ 
rgrrrrerrernRre 
~~. From VP2MT/Ursula 
at her Montserrat, 
wer West Indies home, we 
received a letter dated 15 


December, 1989. Hurricane 
Hugo was extremely 
destructive last September. 


Ursula says: "..Unfortunately | 
cannot operate in the evening 
after 5:30 - 6 pm for | have 
fixed the lights to work from 
my 500 watt generator and | 
can’t use the Corsair (radio) at 
the same time.. we still don’t 
have mains power in this area 
although | am pleased to say 
the Texas boys have brought 
new poles and are putting 
them in..but we have to wait 
for the UK and (local) boys to 
wire them, test each house 
and then connect..we can't 
see much hope of getting 
power until the New Year..we 
are stil fetching a bag of ice 
from town each day and 
cooking on two gas rings and 
washing by hand in cold 
water. On well, we will 
certainly look back on this 
time as an experience - but | 
hope not one to be repeated. 

| have a 20m dipole up 
about 10 feet at centre which 
is working ok (from generator) 
but | do miss my beam. The 
mast fell straight over - 
missed the house and the 
beam saved it from hitting the 
ground. The damage to the 
island was very severe. So 
many homes completely 
unlivable, both wooden ones 
and solid concrete block ones, 


and so many partially 
damaged...We had water 
roblems in the master 


edroom..but all in all we were 

verry lucky - no structural 
damage.. (Ursula also said 
she and husband Ray would 
Visit Port Charlotte, Florida 
January to February.) We are 
trying to get a long rental for 
this house (at Montserrat) if 
we can't sell it, but without 
main power it is difficult, so we 
may have to return here in 
March...’ (We all send you and 
Ray our best, Ursula. - Editor) 


Mountain (Radio) Men 
Honor One of Their Own 


MARA, the Mountaineer 
Amateur Radio Association and 
the Monongahela Wireless 
Association of Morgantown, 
WV, met for a_ combined 
Maasp One party in December, 


They presented their 
“Amateur of the Year’ award 
plaque to Tom  Haymond, 
TA-59, W8CCN, a former MARA 
president. Tom has_ been 
active on the air for 65 years 
and is presently an ANC on 
SOWP and OOTC nets. MARA, 
founded in 1919, is the oldest 
amateur radio club in West 
Virginia. 

Some Thoughts About Going 
Back to Sea After 50 Years 
Ashore... 


John McKinney, 100 1-P, 
WOAP, a former CHOP of SOWP, 
returned to active sea duty 
aboard MV Sea Venture/WJMV, 
in October, 1989. During a 60 
day relief stay at home, Mac 
summarized his thoughts about 
being back aboard ship: 


1. No bells. | miss the sound 
of striking bells. 

2. In two months | never saw 
a sextant. (What is LORAN?) 

3. 600 meters is now called 
500 kHz - what was wrong 
with 600, 640, 660, 700, 750 
etc? Much easier to remember 
than 454 etc. 

4. Where did all those coast 
stations go? - WAG, WBF, WSL, 
WNY, WSF, WSV, WOE, WAX, 
WMR, WPA, WGV, etc. etc. 

5. 600 meters (pardon, 500 
kHz.) is sure quiet. | can’t find 
an entry for the log between 
Silent Periods. 

6. Signals | do hear are 
mostly foreign ships with 
strange sounding calls - some 
like amateur calls: D5VO, ASEF, 
C4LG, or P3BK2, and fists that 
sound like the third mate is 
doubling as R/O. 

7. Coast Guard ops who 
would be (Continued-Page 9) 
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ignored in the novice ham 
bands. 


8 Remember WLO? Only if 
you had traffic for Mobile. 
Look again: He’s a big boy 
now. xcellent service - 
great automation. 

9. Radio room chair: As hard 
as it ever was! 

10. If you send your traffic 
via SITOR, you can correct 
your mistakes before you 
make them! 

11. Some portholes are now 
aquare, 


12,.Captains are much younger 

AND - they talk to people! 

13. Crews are smaller; work 

harder, eat better, paid better. 
4. A two-week vacation has 

become four to six months - 

WITH PAY. 


15; Expletives used in 
conversation remain the same; 
even some ship’s. officers 


have learned the lingo. 
16. There’s nobody 
wheel. 
itself! 
17. TV and VCR's - “Training 
films’’ amuse and excite the 
crew. Radio transmissions not 
permitted when football games 
are viewable. 


at the 
The damn thing steers 


18. A ship cannot move 
without radar. (What’s 
RADAR?) 

19. It’s OK to whistle aboard 
ship. 


20. As in the past, tankers still 
dock a $20 cab fare from the 
nearest pub. 


21. Tankers still smell like 
tankers. 
22. Air-conditioning has 


replaced the small electric fan 
placed in the open porthole. 
23. There are people living all 
over the Gulf of Mexico. Oil 
platforms - - ships must follow 
the dotted lines - soon there 
will be traffic lights! 


24. Steamships were QUIET!! 


(And he 
Russell, 
early 
for another 


25. I’m going back! 
did, relieving Ben 
1853-V N6SL, in 
February, 1990, 
2-montnh stint.) 


Ce 


Meet Our New Chief 
"Sparks" 

On January 1, 1990, our 
SOWP nets got lucky: They 
acquired a new Chief 
Operator, or CHOP. Official 
title ; VP - Communications. 


The “new man” at the helm 
is Henry K. “Hank" Warner, 
2606-P, whose signals boom 
in everywhere from the SOWP 
“coast station’, W1HRQ, at 
Kennebunkport, Maine. 


Hank is probably’ best 
known as NCS of our two 
TRANSCON nets, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, starting at 1000 
Eastern Time on 14.115 mHz. 
He also hosts the national 
OOTC net each Friday at the 
same time and (frequency. 
Tom Haymond, W8CCN, is his 
able ANCS on all three nets. 


Hank Warner received his 
first commercial radio 
operator license in 1931. An 
amateur ticket was received 
the next year, with call sign 
W2ENZ. Sometime later he 
signed HR1UZ. W1HRQ began 
operation in 1976. 


He first went to sea in 1931 
aboard SS A. L. Kent and in 
1939 finished sailing aboard 
SS Ancon/WCTCI. ank tnen 


took over an _ operator’s 
position at CAA station WSY at 
Laguardia Field, New York, 
where he remained until 1942. 


With World War Il underway, 
Warner spent three years as 
Chief of Radio Training for the 
Third U.S, Naval District. From 
1945 to 1947 he was an 
engineer at RCA’s Radiomarine 
Corporation of America in New 
York. He transferred’ to 
NBC-TV in 1947 at its Radio 


City headquarters. 


Hank recalis working the 
night shift at RCA Institutes 
from 1945 until 1953 when he 
left NBC-TV to become a full 
time instructor at RCAI. He 
retired in 1974 as_ Senior 
Instructor. Part-time instructor 
duties followed for three 
years at Rutgers University. 


Hank admits that he did no 
amateur operating from1947 
until 1976 (seeing three 
daughters through college), 
but has made up for it since at 
his retirement home on the 
Maine coast. 


In addition to the TRANSCON 
nets, he hosts the Yankee 
-East Coast net Saturdays at 
0930 ET, 7040 kHz and the 
Sunday SOWP SSB net at 1330 
Eta 7230iKcHz: 


LOSS of the ESSO 


WHEELING/KSXK 
By D.C. McMillan, 483 1-V, VESMIM 


in “A Night To 
Remember” tells how Captain 
Rostron of the Cunarder 
CARPATHIA sprang into action 
and readied his ship in every 
way he could think of as they 
began their frantic dash to the 
aid of the sinking TITANIC. 


Karl Baarslag, SOWP 
175-SGP, in "SOS to. the 
Rescue” writes graphically of 
the heroic efforts of Captain 
Freid and his crew of the 
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT who 
refused to give up and stood 
by the stricken ANTINOE for 
days as she fought for life and 
eventually foundered in a 
violent North Atlantic storm in 
January, 1926. Just reading 
those accounts makes the 
adrenalin pump! 


Walter Lord, 


How many of us have hoped 
that we, too, could measure 
up as well if our call ever 
came? Unfortunately it is not 
always straight out of the 
“Boys Own Paper". There are 
stories that probably shouldn't 
be told - tales of less than 
heroic proportions that remain 
an embarassment. 

There is one such tale: Of 
the night the ESSO 
WHEELING/KSXK was lost on 
Quoin Point on the tip of South 
Africa. The date was 
November 4, 1948 and | feel 
as badly about it now as | did 
then. 


My ship, the ss 
CARGILL/VDZF, was of 
Canadian wartime vintage. 


She was launched August 28, 
1943 at Vancouver, B.C. as ss 
ARCANA PARK. She was 441.5 
feet long overall and was 
listed as 10,000 tons 
deadweight. She had a 
service speed of 12 knots. 
The CARGILL’s customary 
voyages were from Canadian 
and U.S. East Coast ports to 
and from South, East and West 
Africa. 


to 


We departed Capetown 
November 4 at 0930 GMT 
(1130 local) for Port Elizabeth 
and laid course to round 
Danger Point, Quoin Point and 
Point Agulhas. A strong 
westerly current of up to five 
knots runs offshore, 
sometimes with an easterly 
back-eddy. Shipping thus 
tends to stay as close inshore 
as iS prudent to gain by this 
easterly flow and avoid as 
much of the westerly current 
as possible. 


My radio watch ended at 
midnight local time (2200 GMT) 
and | lingered a few minutes 
on the bridge. The mate 
pointed out a ship coming up 
astern and remarked: ‘She 
sure was cutting the corner.’- 
(Quoin Point) | exchanged 
Aldis light signals with HMSAS 
TRANSVAAL/ZSRM as she 
passed westbound , chewed 
the fat a bit with the Second 
Mate and turned in. 


The auto alarm went off at 
2245 GMT. The following are 
pertinent extracts from my 


log in GMT. The principal 
players, in order of 
appearance, were: 
U.S. Tanker ESSO 
WHEELING/KSXK; Canadian 
cargo ship SS GARGILL/VDZF; 
Coastal station ZSC, 
“CAPETOWNRADIO"; Naval 
Frigate HMSAS 
TRANSVAAL/ZSRM. 

rn 
2246 - Last of A/A signal. 
2247 - “de KSXK Who is 


blinking near Quoin Point?” 


2248 - “KSXK de VDZF ?? K" 
Oe repl y). 
2250 - "SOS SOS de ZSC - 


KSXK aground near Quoin Point 
- ships in vicinity pse indicate” 
2250 - "“KSXK de VDZF hr 
passed Quoin Point’ (no reply 
- our Master, who had come 
to the bridge, was notified of 
distress). 

2252 - "VDZF de ZSC KSXK 
said he may have to abandon 
ship any time - pounded by 
heavy breakers" 

2254- (The _ following on 


Captain’s instructions): ""ZSC de 
VDZF - has KSXK asked for 
assistance? hr about 20 miles 
east Quoin Point’. 


oe “VDZF de ZSC he sent 
2259 - Nae faint) “ZSC de 
ZSRM ORK 

2259 - "SOS SOS de ZSC - 


KSXK aground off Quoin Point 
and may have abandoned 


ship” 

2301 -"ZSC de VDZF - C/S 
HMSAS TRANSVAAL? He 
passed us one hour ago for 
Simonstown.” (Capetown) 


2302 - “VDZF de ZSC "Gas 
ZSRM" 
2302 °- “ZSC de VDZE >Re 


called you 2259". 
2304 - “ZSRM de ZSC™ 
(repeated SOS) (no reply from 
ZSRM who never was able to 
make radio contact with ZSC 
on 500 kHz). 


2310 - "CQ de ZSC_ anyone 
etl assistance of KSXK?" 

2311 - "ZSC de VDZF hr 
Shaeleocigiell Vicinity Quoin 
oint’ (This last was sent only 
after the Second Mate and | 
argued vociferously with the 
Captain and after | explained 
that he faced a fine of up to 
$5,000 and up to five years in 
jail - an exaggeration - for 
failing to go to the aid of a 
vessel in distress! We had 
been steaming east all this 
time - 21 valuable minutes 
wasted!) 


The next few hours were 
spent QSPing traffic from ZSRM 
to ZSC as Capetown could not 
copy him on 500 kHz. His 
signal was a mere whisper. 
2316 - "“ZSRM de VDZF - we 
20 miles east and proceeding.’ 
2318 -"HMSAS'- TRANSVAAL 
proceeding.’ 

2323 (On instructions from our 
Captain): “ZSC de VDZF are u in 
control distress - do you wish 
us to continue assistance or 
will TRANSVAAL be sufficient?” 
2323 - "VDZF de ZSC we 
control signals but not ships 
movements. You must decide 
for yourself.” (This exchange 
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(ESSO WHEELING- from P.10) 
only hints at the anguish and 
arguments that were ongoing 
on our bridge between 
[mainly] the Second Officer 
and [occasionally] when | was 
not working ZSC or ZSRM, 
myself and the Captain. 


Capetown Radio then asked 
if we were still proceeding. 
2330 - “ZSC de VDZF hr still 
proceeding assistance - pls 
advise if anything new turns 
up.’ 


There was other traffic, too. 
A vessel 52 miles east queried 
about the situation. We QSP'’d 
Various messages between 
ZSC and ZSRM_~ concerning 
need for a tug, shore party 


dispatched overland in case 
boats landed, etc. 

0022 - (Nov. 5) - "ZSC de 
ZSRM QSP VDZF - WARSHIP 
TRANSVAAL 1 17 5 0214 - 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF 
SOUTHATLANTIC - IMMEDIATE 


STOP - SHIP APPEARS TO BE 
ABANDONED STOP BOATS IN 
THE WATER STOP AM 
STANDING BY STOP 050214," 
(From the time of origin he 
gave, ZSRM was obviously 
using local time). 


0026 - _£SRM. de VDOZF are 
you at wreck” “yes”. 

0028 - “7SRM de VDZF - 
CARGILL SVC - 0/C 


TRANSVAAL - AM PROCEEDING 
TO SCENE OF DISTRESS STOP 
PRESENT POSITION ABOUT 10 
MILES EAST STOP DO YOU 
REQUIRE MY ASSISTANCE OR 
MAY | PROCEED TO 
DESTINATION / MASTER". 

0035 - "“ZSC de ZSRM QSP 
VDZF - cancel about tug not 
being required stop not yet 
contacted ship (Esso Wheeling) 
Stop let you know later ends". 
0037 - VDZF de ZSRM - 
MASTER SS _ CARGILL from 
TRANSVAAL - NO THANK YOU 
STOP PLEASE PROCEED TO 
DESTINATION - timed 050237". 


This message was passed 
to the Captain who 
immediately ordered our 
vessel to come about, despite, 


=ff< 


as | learned later, that a flare 
had been sighted by our 
Second Officer. As we 
proceeded in our turn, another 
flare was sent up at an 
estimated one mile ahead of 
us. This was pointed out to 
the Captain who denied seeing 
it. 


0053 - "“ZSC de ZSRM QSP 
VDZF WARSHIP TRANSVAAL 2 
20 5 0249 - CANNOT CLOSE 
WRECK UNDER PRESENT SWELL 
CONDITIONS STOP NO 
CONT ACT MADE WITH 
BOATS STOP AM STANDING BY 
ENDS". It is interesting to note 
again that at this point the 
TRANSVAAL had not made 
contact with the Esso 
Wheeling lifeboats and that the 
Cargill was within a_ short 
distance of one which sent up 
a flare. During this whole 
episode, the Second Officer 
and | were engaged in great 
arguments with the Old Man 
who was vacillating back and 
forth, unable to make a firm 
decision. Certainly he was no 
Rostrom or Freid! His only 
concern, apparently, was that 
we would miss our berthing at 
Port Elizabeth! 


To end a long sad tale, we 
proceeded on to Port 
Elizabeth and on arrival were 
called by the port station to 
ask how many survivors we 
had, did we need ambulances 
and told that the Union Castle 
mail ship berth was being held 
open for us, a _ pilot was 
waiting and we were to 
proceed straight in. 


On advice that we had no 


survivors, we were told to 
anchor. We were given 
berthing number 21, since 


there were 20 ships at anchor 
ahead of us. We sat at 
anchor for 15 days before we 
received a berth. 


We learned later’ that 
fortunately, all of the crew of 
the Esso Wheeling had been 
picked up by the Transvaal. 
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Executive 
Director’s Report 
| By Paul N. Dane 
; rzrererenenneanRrw xe 
he Society of Wireless 
Pioneers has awarded. an 
honorary lifetime membership 
to American author Walter 
Lord, a best-selling author for 
over 30 years. He is best 
known for his book A Night ro 
Remember, detailing the 
sinking of the RMS TITANIC in 


1912. In that book, Lord 
recorded the heroic 
dedication of the ship’s two 
wireless operators, Jack 
Phillips and Harold Bride. Both 
men stayed at their post, 
maintaining contact with 
rescue ships until just 


moments before the TITANIC 
sank. Phillips lost his life, but 
Bride survived by clinging to 
an overturned lifeboat. 


Water Lord has taken great 
pains in many of his books to 
honor the deeds of wireless 
operators who have 
performed in the _ highest 
traditions of the radio service. 
From his account of TITANIC, 
through the courageous 
activities of the World War Il 
coastwatchers of the Solomon 
Islands, depicted in Lonely 
Vigil, through the accounts of 
the brave operators and 
cryptographic personnel at 
the Battle of Midway 
described in the best-seller 
Incredible Victory, Lord has 
provided a historic reference 
to their noble service. The 
Society of Wireless Pioneers 
wishes to honor Mr. Lord for 
his lifetime journalistic 
achievements and is in turn 
honored that he has accepted 
membership. 


In his response to our letter, 
Walter Lord said “... Thank you 
for your thoughtfulness in 
helping arrange this honor. | 
think it’s most appropriate that 
(you have) no number 13. It 
seems to me that numbers 
play an almost mystical part in 
the world of wireless and 
telegraph operators (’30’)etc.” 


Ee ae 


The Morse Chronicles - 
" THANK GOD for 500 kHz... " 


(The following letter from a seagoing Radio Electronics Officer is taken in its entirety from the 
Spring, 1990 issue of the VWOA Newsletter. - Editor) 


9 November 1989 
Box 646A Holmes Ra. 
Barnstead, NH 03225 


Editor VWOA Newsletter 


|! want to tell my fellow members of an experience | had this summer (1989) while serving as 
REO aboard the car ferry M/V GREEN LAKE/KGTI. We were 2 and a half days out of Nagoya, 
Japan, with a load of cars bound for the East Coast of the United States., They have some 
operation over there in Nagoya. You pull up right next to the factory and they drive the cars 
onboard with the paint barely dry. So obviously they don’t get much testing. 

We were 500 miles northeast of Tokyo on a northern great circle route. It was right after 
coffee time, when suddenly the fire alarm system went off and shortly thereafter the general 
quarters alarm. After a bit of confusion we realized that we had a fire in the cargo hold. One of 
the cars developed an electrical short [fire experts theorize] and in a matter of a few minutes the 
fire spread throughout all three decks of the cargo hold. Fortunately it was the upper three 
decks and we were able to spray water on the decks to try to cool it. When the fire continued 
to rage out of control the Captain gave me a position and told me to send a MARISAT message to 
the US Coast Guard, the Company, and the charterer to advise them of our situation. | sent the 
messages and waited, and waited, and waited - nothing. | never received so much as an 
acknowledgement from the Coast Guard. Everyone was asleep at the Company since it was 
late at night their time. And the charterer in Japan didn’t respond until long after the emergency 
Was Over, 

Meanwhile, things weren't getting any better. The deck was red hot and the water was boiling 
Off it like it was nothing. The deck plates were all warped and beginning to cave in and still no 
word from anyone. Finally | asked the Captain’s permission to send a PAN [xxx] on 500 kHz to 
begin to alert ships in the area of our situation since any help would have to come from them. 
The Captain agreed. Within a few minutes of the broadcast | was in contact with the Japanese 
Coast Guard station JNN. He asked for details and agreed to standby in case we needed 
assistance. After he signed, the SEALAND FREEDOM/WGJW came up and was standby not far from 
our position. Finally a Liberian vessel, ELIQ3 agreed to standby in case we needed assistance. 
In a few short minutes we had all the help we needed if we had to abandon ship. Thank God for 
500 kHz, it works. We did manage to finally put out the fire although we sustained fairly 
heavy damage, about 1 million in damage to the ship and 12 million or so to the cargo. We lost 
1200 of our 4400 cars to the fire and were in the shipyard in Yokohama for a month. 

Only after the emergency was over did the charterer get back to us, and then it was just some 
. bean counters who wanted to know what time we were off charter and damage estimates and 
the like. It was like we had somehow screwed up their accounting and disrupted their day and 
they were terribly put out. We tried to call our Company and ran through half a dozen telephone 
numbers before we found someone home. It took about an hour of calling around to get any help 
from them. God help us if we had been sinking. We never did receive word one from the 
Coast Guard and | don’t know to this day if they ever received the message or if anybody 
bothered to read it. 

To my mind rhis shows fhe central problem with MARISAT in a distress situation. You 
can’t communicate DIRECTLY with those most in a position to help you, namely other ships. 
You have to rely on 3rd parties to line up the necessary assistance for you and rhey may nor 
know what they're doing. In a few short minutes on 500 kHz | was able to line up more timely 
assistance than our 2 - 3 hours of calls and telexes on the Marisat. What would have happened if 
we only had a few minutes to summon help, then lost power or had to abandon ship. how long 
would it have been before someone ashore would manage to put together a rescue effort? It’s 
cold in the northern Pacific even in summer and | thank God we had 500 kHz to summon help, 

| suppose I’m just whistling in the wind and ships will sail in the future without 500 kHz or a Sp 
arks. It’s cheaper, and money talks. Sur it damn sure isn't as safe, as this incident proved 
To me. | just thank God that! won’t have to sail around out there with no decent way to summon 
help. - Yours truly, Andy Bourassa, WA1LJJ, ARA, VWOA member. (/talics for emphasis. - Ed.) 


Editorial - 
Write FCC, MARAD and 
CONGRESS ! 


The letter on page 12 is a 
call to action. 


The same VWOA newsletter 
also informs us in an article by 


VWOA/SOWP member David 
Kintzer that "... the FCC has 
requested input from 


interested parties for _ its 
reparation for the 1992... ITU 
Orld Administrative Radio 
Conference (WARC) on 


frequency allocations. The 
comments received will 
provide material for 


developing the United States 
position on WARC-92. The ITU 
WARC-92 agenda will be 
established during Spring of 


1990 at which time the 
specific services and 
frequency bands to be 
considered will be 


identified...” (italics by Editor) 


One of those bands is the 
long - established Medium 
Frequency band for maritime 
radiotelegraphy including 500 
KHz. There have been other 
instances in recent years 
where ships have lost power 
or had their satellite systems 
fail. Bop rncor aphy has 
always saved the day. It’s 
Simple. It works! 


If you believe, as we do, 
that along with the smart, new 


technology, marine 
radiotelegraph Capability 
Should be kept as a 
permanent Safety 
requirement for ships 
making deep sea, foreign 


voyages, write to the FCC at 
1919 M Street, Washington, DC 
20554. Mark your envelope 
Attn: (AH-WARC- 1992). 

Your letter to the Maritime 
Administration (MARAD), should 
be addressed to 400 Seventh 
St. SW, Washington, DC 20590. 
You may also wish to address 
your Representative and 
SAREROLS in Congress. 

O it 
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Our First Russian 
Member - UA3WFM 


The following are excerpts 
from letters sent to Paul Dane, 
our Executive Director, by 
Stig Zackrisson, 4157-P, 
SMSAJH, about enrolling the 
first member of SOWP from the 
Soviet Union. Stig and Rolf 
Genne, 4099-P, SM6NFF, made 
the first contacts with our 
new member. -Editor. 


“ wMaybe | can give you 
some ’glimpses’ of who is this 
Russian L-Op, Mrs. Mila 
Fedorova, UA3WFM, and how 
we gotin contact with her... 
On July 1, 1989 on the 20m 
band (14.070 mHz 0700 to 
0800 UTC)... heard this 
Russian high-speed club 
sending traffic. Mila was NCS, 
| listened to them at least 30 
minutes before | called her. | 
had a very nice QSO with Mila 
and got some info on their 
new high-speed club, U-QRQ-C, 
sponsored by the Radio Sport 
Federation, USSR. The club 
objectives are to popularise 


amateur radio activities, to 
encourage the use of W 
radiotelegraphy and 
achievement of the highest 


operating speeds to stimulate 
the enhancement of § 4HF 
operating skill and strive for 
discipline on the air. ..° 


“We had many QSOs on 
20..and we also gave her 
some info about SOWP - that 
we were members of this 
great American club only for 
professional ops etc. In a 
letter,.. Mila asked for more 
real info about SOWP. | sent 
her a letter with all needed 
information..." 


“Mila replied, ’.| am very 
pleased to get the info about 
SOWP...."’ (She has __ since 
furnished a summary of her 
qualifications and is now a 
regularly enrolled member of 
SOWP, 4825-M. ) 


(Stig continues): "Her name is 
Lyudmila Fedorova, ’Mila’, 50 
years old. Her husband, Nick, 
48, is UA3WFN. Their daughter, 
Elena, 19, was a music student 
and is now in technical school. 


"Mila says: 
are photography, chess and 


’'My hobbies 


writing poetry. |! play the 
guitar and sing my own songs 
for my family and_ friends. 
Now | have a new hobby, - DX 
hunting!..For many years we 
lived and worked at Arctic 
stations: Dickson Island, Cape 
of Chelyuskin, Tiksi Bay... You 
asked me about polar bears. 
Oh - they are bad, stupid and 
not afraid. Before you go 
outside you must look for 
them. Is there a bear near 
your door?..’ °’ 

From 1962 - 1982 | 
worked in the Arctic... with 
ships, ice-breakers, North Pole 
stations, ice reconnaissance 
planes etc. We had severe 
snowstorms where you could 
not see your own hand..Now | 
often work 14045 - 14050 
kKH2 + - QRM after 1600 
UTC..Many years ago, when | 
was 10, ..] saw a film about 
the sinking of the TITANIC, It 
so shocked me that my 
mother had to carry me out of 
the cinema in her arms. So the 
TITANIC became the first ship 
in my heart..l’m glad | have a 
good English translator, my 
husband Nick.’ "’ 


~~~ Stlent Keys ~ ~ ~ 
WITH DEEP REGRET, WE 
REPORT THE PASSING OF THE 
FOLLOWING SOWP MEMBERS: 
Harry W. Allen, 2215-P, 
K4DGQ, Soddy Daisy, TN. 


Car/ S$. Anderson, TA-212, 
W10l, exW1FAX, Titusville, FL, 
Oct. 19, 1989. 


Paul [as Bechberger, 
1955-SGP, K2GH, Tenafly, Nu. 


Charles L. Buckter, 4623-V, 
W6BOW, San Francisco, CA. No 
other information received. 


Eben KK. Cady, 54-SGP, 
Redwood City, CA, Jan. 8, 
1990. Age 90. 

Frank Colwell, SGP-3600, 


W2AWM, Pt. Pleasant, NJ. (No 
other information.) 


Allan &. Horning, TA-134, 
W7LTS, Vancouver, WA., Oct. 
24, 1989, age 83. Mr. Horning, 
one of the early Alaskan bush 
pilots, retired in 1965 as head 
of the Western Aviation 
Facilities Division of FAA. 


Clarence 8. Kelley, 973-SGP, 


W8ZLU, Dec. 30, 1989, 
Cincinnati, OH. Age 86. First 
ship assignment 1923 
Broadcast station engineer, 
WTAG, Worcester, MA., 1929 - 
1944, WSAI, Cincinnati, OH., 
1944-1966. 

Darrel E. Laird, 1402-P, 
WOHA, Jan. 28, 1990, Bella 


Vista, AR. No other information. 


Francis C. Leonard, TA-196, 
W2NPT, Fairlawn, NJ. No other 
information received. 


Donald A. New, 2051-SGP, 
Greenswoods, Ganges BC 
Canada. No other information. 


John Pcheny, 2816-V, W4VXV, 
Aug. 22, 1988, Fort Walton 
Beach, FL. In World War li, he 
received the Bronze Star for 
heroic action under fire’ in 
Luxembourg, November, 1944, 


wath Phin 


Henry A. Pierce, 1707-SGP, 
Hollywood, FL., Nov. 23, 1989. 
He was a ship operator in the 
1920’s, Atlantic Ocean. 


Charles 8, (Bart) 
Ransopher, 3474-P, W7AKP, 
Bothell, WA. June 13, 1989, 
age 83. Retired 1966 from 
Washington State Patrol. 
Earlier with Pan American 


Airways. As seagoing R/O he 
made more than 60 trips to 


Alaska for the Alaska 
Steamship Line. 

F. W. Thomas, 4608-SGP, 
Clearwater, FL. No other 


information received, 
George 8B. Todd, 2287-SGP, 
Oceanside, CA. No other 
information furnished. 


Hyman Wallin, 426-SGP, 
KA3SHTH, Gaithersburg, MD 
June 15, 1988. Age 87. First 
ship, 1919, SS lroquois. 
Continued sailing until 19414 
when he began service with 
FCC and later with CIA in radio 
intelligence, retiring in 1964, In 
1979 he was congratulated 
by FCC for having held a 
commercial radiotelegraph 
license for 50 years. 


H. Gordon Wells, 3585-P, 
ZS6MS, July 1989, Warmbaths, 
Rep. of South Africa, age 83. 


Roy H. Woodin, Jr., 1936- ae 
KL7IHH, Westwood, Nu. No 
other information received. 
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“A Silent Key Retraction~ 


In our previous issue for 
December, 1989, we 
erroneously reported the 
passing of Joseph W. Meyer, 
TA-60, W2VW, of Elmira, NY. 


We were assured that our 
report was incorrect when we 
conversed with him recently 
on the Sunday SOWP 40-meter 


SSB inet. We offer our 
sincere apologies to Mr. 
Meyer. -Editor. 


(Eben K.Cady-from Page 2) 

“KFS de WPI DC ditdada dit dit? 
(WO? -"who?” in American 
Morse.) Kauffman said, “This 
is Irv."..DC and Kauffman were 
old friends... DC was William 
Phillips, -SGP 1038, manager of 
Globe Wireless at outbreak 
of the war... 


USCG TAKES COMMAND 
In the early part. of 
December, 1942, some 
changes were taking place 
involving KFS. The U.S. Coast 


Guard had completed 
negotiations with Mackay 
Radio for the takeover of 
operations of the marine 


station receiving sections of 
WSL- New York, KFS - San 
Francisco and KEK - Portland, 
Oregon... 


(On January uke 1943, 
Mackay Radio/KFS became 
U.S. Coast Guard Radio Station 
KFS. Six KFS operators joined 
the Coast Guard.) We were 
given Chiefs ratings and 
assigned to our regular KFS 
positions. As |! was Chief 
Operator, | was made Chief 
Radioman in charge. 

During these negotiations, 
we continued to keep in 
contact with WPM (another 
Philippine guerrilla station 
which used the identifier - 
“Free Panay Calling’’)..! believe 
it was in the latter part of 
December 1942, a coded 
message came in from WPM. 
It no sooner hit the desk of 
the decoding officers than a 
whoop of joy went up! Those 
brave men hinding in the 
jungles of Panay in peril of 
their lives with every move 
they made and with every 
signal they sent had come up 
with the magic word..(It set up 


the first link with General 
Douglas MacArthur in 
Austrailia.)... 


During my 34 years at KFS, | 
enjoyed every minute. When 
a person can earn a living and 
raise a family doing something 
exciting and enjoyable, he is a 
lucky cuss, indeed! -30- 


5 
ee SOWP NETS & SCHEDULES / UTC 


Peeeerive: 1 APR. 1990 THRU 27 OCT.1990-DAYLIGHT TIME PERIOD IN NORTH AMERICA 


NET NAME DAY TIME CUTE FREQ. NCS ANCS 
VK3DGC Net Daily 2820 14055 PA@GL-Cor 
VANCOUVER B.C. Daily 1715- 147.54 VE7AAT-Art Ve AL 
(Mobile Visitors) 1800 FM .SPX Elizabeth 
HAPPY HOUR (No.Calif) M-F 0100 S97. W6BFU-Jess W6TQU-Hap 
(SSB) CoO SC a t¢ bln S 0B 30 B24 75 W6UBM-Al K6AAG-—Robbie 
PICKERILL MON 1400 3670 W3FYD-Jack K21IC—Earl 
Start — MON 1582 FM 146.97 W2EEQ-Russ (Mt. Carmel) 
a S24 4 i PMeLteo Loo Don Masten Memorial Net 
INLAND SEAS* TUE VWBL 7042 W8TP-Ted WSFEC - Art 
+ TUE W102 3509 W8TP-Ted WSPQO — “SP”! 
16@m [SUSPENDED TUE W200 1815 W8TP-Ted May resume Oct. 
TRANS-CONTINENTAL II TUE 1500 Lats W1HRQ-Hank W8CCN-Tom 
CAPITAL AREA (SSBy TUE 1580 3966 W4NH-Em W4HU-John 
SOUTHWESTERN TUE 1532 7255 WSRM-Pres 
JACK BINNS WED 2480 Sooo VE7CHE-Ted WA7CJVY-Viggo 
SOUTHWESTERN THU W200 3505 WENVYN-George W3IDO-Hal 
GONZALES THU 0432 3528 VE7DBJ-Dave VE7ZH-Len 
TRANS-CONTINENTAL THU 1500 14125 W1HRQ-Hank W8CCN-Tom 
(Oscar Harrison) 
RICHARD JOHNSTONE* * FRI 2400 Shae VE7CHE-Ted K6ZUR-Chuck 
fracaric Coast) ROLLSCALL BULLETINS 
TRANS-PACIFIC FRI O500 140192 
CAPITAL AREA SAT 1400 35.55 W4NH- Em W4HU-John 
YANKEE/EAST COAST SAT 1432 7040 W1HRQ-HANK 
SWISS (Edelweiss) SUN 1@15 7027 HB9XJ-HANS HB9OBYO-Harald 
YANKEE/EAST COAST CSSB) SUN 1830 7230 W1HRQ-Hank 
SOUTHEASTERN SUN 1909 7055 K4TF-Bill K4HDV-Dan 


*Suspend operation July & August; Resume Sept. 10, 
**Suspends operation June, July, August. 


==HiGivortnu CODE PRACTICE SCHEDULES - 

George Hart, WINJM, regularly conducts high speed practice and certification 
tests sponsored by SOWP throughout the year on Monday and Thursday at 08130 
UTC on 3523 and 7823 kHz. From December through April, the schedule is main- 
tained from WINJM/4. The next certification test will be held Monday, May 28, 
1990 at 0130 UTC. On the practice runs, speeds are from 20-65 wpm in var- 
ious increments, decrements and sequences as announced by W1INJM. Speeds for 
the certification tests are from 4@ through 60 wpm in 5S wpm,steps. W. Conley 
Smith, K6DYX, runs certification tests at the same time as W1NJM on 35208 and 


7020 kHz. and at the same speeds. Smitty, however, no longer conducts prac- 
tice runs. Attractive SOWP certificates are awarded to successful partici- 
pants. 


NOTE: Send changes/corrections to H.K.Warner, VP Communications, SOWP, W1HRQ, 
Route 3, Box 148@ Kennebunkport, ME 94046 USA. Tel: (287) 967-5914 


-16- 


"=x ** The Editor’s Back Page * * * * * 


Breniman Remembers Cady 


“During his long tenure as 
Chief of KFS, Eb Cady made 
friends on a world-wide basis 
and many joined our Society 
due to his contact with them." 

“Regretfully, Eb was 
promoted by the celestial 
Chief Operator to the Eternal 
Chapter on January 8, 1990. | 
am sure his host of friends 
earthside will miss him very 
much, but he has been chosen 
to fill a vital post in this 
Chapter and will be guided by 
higher communication 
intelligence than we have to 
Offer... 

William A. Breniman - Founder" 


The World Wireless Beacon is published by The Society of Wireless Pioneers, inc., 
6289 Olde Orchard Drive, Columbus, OH., USA, 43213 - (Tel: 614-866-6289) 
editorial contributions and questions to the Editor at above address. 


Send comments, 


-Dayton Hamvention 1990- 


If you are interested in a 
luncheon get-together at this 
world’s largest gathering of 
radio amateurs, the Dayton, 
Ohio, Hamvention, on Saturday, 
April 28, 1990, please send a 
note or postcard ASAP to 
your Editor at the address 
below. 


We will try to assemble at 
the QCWA booth, where a 
courtesy sign-up sheet will be 
available. We hope to see 
many SOWP members this 
year! Come join us! 


rRrererererereeeneernerrereereenn 


=™** A Salute: *** 


In preparing our article in 
tribute to Eb Cady, we noted 
that two SOWP Philippines 
members were responsible for 
important clandestine radio 
coma vo during World 

ar Il, 


Edmundo Reyes, MD, TA-4, 
DU1OR, of Manila, has 
recorded the experiences of 
his wartime comrades and ~ 


himself in A History’ of 
Amateur Radio in the 
Philippines. Ricardo “Ric” 
Hechanova, 4372-V, DU6RH, 


was an operator at WPM and 
later an escaped POW. Salud! 
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